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EDITOR

ERIC VASQUEZ, 747-7477

Barbed Wire Open Mic Series provides a stage for artists

GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
Two young musicians perform at the 306 Sessions at Zeven Music Studios in Eastside El Paso as part of the Barbed Wire Open Mic Series.

BY ANDRIA GRANADA
The Prospector
The Barbed Wire Open Mic Series:
A BorderSenses Event offers El Paso
performers of different genres the
opportunity to present and practice
their acts for an audience throughout
the city. The stage is open to anyone
willing to sign up and has hosted a di-

verse array of artists including poets,
comedians, banjo-accompanied history singers and folklórico dancers.
The series was started in 2007 by
Veronica Guajardo and Trent Hudley
out of UTEP’s MFA Creative Writing Department. They have since
partnered with BorderSenses, a local
nonprofit focused on promoting the
literary arts, to hold weekly events

at venues across the city, providing
more opportunities for artists to express themselves.
After the closing of The Barbed
Wire’s primary location, The Percolator, BWOMS tried holding its
events at different venues such as the
Soho Lounge before finding a home
at The Black Orchid Lounge, The
Rock House Café and Gallery, Froz-

ert Yogurt, Zeven Studios and The
Pizza Joint.
“My goal is to not just consume
culture, but produce culture,” said
Project Director Richie Marrufo. “By
creating our own content, even if its
covers, it gives us something else to
do that’s in the spirit of the arts and
creativity and community.”
As organizer, promoter and host
of BWOMS, Marrufo said he strives
to create a welcoming space where
all performers can feel comfortable
enough to present.
“Everyone has their different reason for performing,” Marrufo said.
“For some people it’s just to get out of
the house and it’s almost therapeutic
for a lot of people. Of course, there
are also a lot of people that get their
foot in the scene.”
Marrufo, who teaches English at
El Paso Community College and is
a poet and musician, attributes its
success to the talent of the performers. The Barbed Wire Open Mic has
served as a home for several artists
and musicians such as Coyote Blue,
Candance and Jupiter Junkies, who
have all earned local reputations and
gigs at other venues after performing
at BWOMS.
Frozert Yogurt owner Amanda
Mathis-Ozer, said that in her home
town of Nashville, Tennessee, open
mics are common.

“It was just a dynamic that I really
enjoyed,” said Mathis-Ozer. “I see it
as a way to support the local arts in
general and just have fun.”
Stephanie Solomon, who has witnessed several of Frozert’s open mics
as an employee, said that the open
mics are always very different and fun
to watch.
“It’s less pressure and it’s a good
way to connect,” said Marrufo. “I
feel as long as I’ve been doing this,
every single open mic is organic in
its own way.”
BWOMS has received the 2016 Texas Spoken Word Association award
for “Best Open Mic,” EPCC’s 2016
“Community Spirit Award” and has
the support of both the El Paso Museum and Cultural Affairs Department and the Texas Commission on
the Arts.
Open mic nights are held every
other Tuesday at The Black Orchid
Lounge, the second Tuesday of each
month at Frozert Yogurt, Sundays
during the 306 Sessions at Zeven Music Studios and the last Saturday of
every month at The Rock House Cafe
and Gallery.
For more information, call (806)
470-1583, follow @BWOMS on Facebook, or log on to BorderSenses.com.
Andria Granada may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

Downtown farmers market a hub for local vendors

BY stephanie hinojosa
The Prospector

El Paso’s Downtown Artists and
Farmers Market is the Sun City’s
homegrown gem. Beginning in 2011
as a simple art market, the event has
now blossomed into one of El Paso’s
source for vendors who seek to sell
their homegrown produce and crafts.
Offering a variety of goodies from
organic fruits and vegetables to
handcrafted bracelets made from
early 1900s silverware, the market
provides exposure to the city’s artistic and farming community. Every
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Anthony Street is alive with the hustle of
street vendors, families and puppies
on leashes searching for a find. Farm-

ing and food vendors offer an array of
products such as lamb meat (which
is sought out by local restaurant
owners), duck eggs, beef and pineapple jerky, peaches and pumpkins,
sprouts, honey, teas, chocolates, pies,
baked goods, lotions, soaps and facial
scrubs, all organic and locally grown
or made.
Artists and craft makers exhibit
their unique artwork and creations,
like portraits and prints, screenprinted clothing, wooden décor, knitted hats for dogs, handmade jewelry
and hand-made huaraches. There is
something genuine and authentic
about every tent pitched up alongside
the sidewalk.
Those in attendance are either seeking something specific or just looking

around, but it is easy to get wrapped
up in the music from the street performers and the food truck scents
waiting at the end of the street. It is a
market for everybody, an event for a
family day trip or a reflective stroll for
the creative mind.
Every vendor is passionate and
dedicated to their craft. Take 9-yearold painter Chance Johnson, who
has been selling his abstract landscapes and portraits at markets for a
few weeks now. The young artist sells
about 12 pieces per event and enjoys
painting abstractly because of people’s different perspectives. As Johnson said, “A flower to one person can
look like a dragon to someone else.”
Stephanie Amerena represents Iron
Goats Ranch in Hueco Tanks, which

makes a variety of goat milk products
such as lotions and body scrubs. Their
products are organic and can be used
as home remedies for treating headaches and sinuses.
“Everyone is nice and willing to
help, they all value quality over quantity,” Amerena said.
Many small businesses such as the
Iron Goat Ranch line the streets and
offer the best of their craft. By offering
top-quality products with the sense of
community amongst the vendors, it
is evident why the Downtown Artists
and Farmers Market creates such an
easygoing vibe that has people in attendance every weekend.
The market is also pet friendly,
“which is another benefit about work-

ing it (the market),” Amerena said.
“There are puppies everywhere.”
The market also offers free cooking
demonstrations for free from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m., where one can watch the
cook prepare delicious foods featuring ingredients sold at the market.
Although some of the vendors are
regulars, every Saturday the Downtown Artists and Farmers Market offers a selection of original products
for the eager eye. The market offers
its spaces to those dedicated to their
crafts and further promotes all the
talent and heart the city of El Paso has
to offer.
Stephanie Hinojosa may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

CHRISTOPHER ZACHERL / THE PROSPECTOR
Citizens enjoy cool weather, food and ice cream vendors at the intersection of Anthony Street and San Antonio Avenue in downtown El Paso.
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ADRIAN BROADDUS, 747-7477

Football wraps up camp, finalizes depth chart
in the game several different times
during the year.”
Another unexpected battle that
came up during camp was the competition to back-up UTEP’s all-world
running back Aaron Jones. Initially
slated to be Treyvon Hughes, who
ended camp as the only significant
injury and will miss all of 2016 with
a knee injury. The next option on the
depth chart was fellow sophomore
TK Powell, who will be redshirting
this season.

GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
UTEP football squad squad wrapped up their final week of scrimmage and the team will prepare for NMSU on Sept. 3.

BY jason Green
The Prospector

After spending 12 days at Camp
Ruidoso and another week back
home, often running practice twice a
day, head coach Sean Kugler is finally
ready to put a lot of his players’ minds
at ease.
“We’ve kind of compiled everything from camp, we’re going to
visit as a staff on Monday and kind
of set our depth chart for New Mexico State and start our preparation
work,” Kugler said.
There were position battles during
camp, but none that would be worthy
of making the bottom line on ESPN
this time of year.

We’ve got three talented
quarterbacks that are
athletic, and two of
them next to me on the
sidelines wouldn’t make
sense.

Last year’s starting quarterback
Mack Leftwich is out for the season
following shoulder surgery. On the
roster currently are junior transfer
from Fresno State Zach Greenlee, two
sophomores Ryan Metz and Kavika
Johnson and freshman Mark Torrez.
Metz and Johnson both took turns
starting last year in Leftwich’s absence
and even saw the field together at
times thanks to Johnson’s versatility.
It is that versatility that will more
than likely keep Johnson listed as
the third quarterback on the depth
chart. In new offensive coordinator
Brent Pease’s offense, versatility is
key and despite being listed third,
Johnson will touch the ball numer-

ous times each game as a receiver
and running back.
From day one at Camp Ruidoso,
Greenlee has not only carried himself like the team’s starting quarterback, but he has made the throws and
shown the intelligence that a starting
quarterback needs. Unfortunately for
Metz, he will once again be relegated
to number two on the depth chart.
However, this does not mean that he
will only see the field in the case of an
injury to Greenlee.
“We’ve got three talented quarterbacks that are athletic, and two
of them next to me on the sidelines
wouldn’t make sense,” said Kugler.
“You’ll maybe see two quarterbacks

In the absence of a clear backup for
Jones, numerous freshmen running
backs have stepped up. The clear winner of the second spot on the depth
chart appears to be Kennedale High
School’s Quadraiz Wadley. As Jones
sat out the final scrimmage at the Sun
Bowl on Saturday, Aug. 20, Wadley
ran with the first team and amassed
15 carries on the day.

Wadley the second-string running
back behind Jones.
“He finished camp as the number
one backup,” Kugler said. “If we run
it 50 times a game and Aaron runs
it 25 times, that’s 25 carries for the
other guys.”
But what is it that makes the 6-foot,
180-pound running back so special?
Wadley is able to combine swift agility with running power to evade defenders. He also reads defenses at an
accelerated level as he is able to spot
holes to run through.
Impressive as it may be, during
the Miners’ last scrimmage at their
summer camp in Ruidoso, Wadley
took each carry as explosively as one
would in an actual game.
“It’s just my competitive nature,”
Wadley said. “It was how I was always
taught how to play the game—to be
the toughest out there.”
It was his resume prior to UTEP
that attracted the coaching personnel. The high school standout played
varsity football at Kennedale High
School and rushed for 3,511 yards
with 45 touchdowns. He was a strong
kickoff returner and also helped his
squad to a 12-1 record. Wadley was
named to the 4A All-State football
first team due to his dominant senior
campaign.
“He’s going to play for us this year
out of necessity,” Kugler said. “I really
loved what I saw out of camp with

him. I’m not afraid to put talent on
the field if they’re ready.”
Performing in a new offense, run by
first-year Miners’ offensive coordinator Brent Pease, Wadley is learning to
run plays at a quick tempo. Since the
offense is new to most of the returning players, Wadley is on the same
level as some of the others.
“My favorite thing about our offense is we run the ball a lot,” Wadley said.

Although the offense will include new schemes, one of the most
straightforward game plans the Miners have is the fact that they will give
a substantial amount of carries to
standout running back Aaron Jones.
“I think I have a good shot of becoming the backup,” Wadley said.
“My teammates are starting to like me
a lot more as I show them what I do.”
Transfer quarterback Zack Greenlee, like Kugler, was also impressed at

- Sean Kugler,
UTEP football
head coach

The word all around camp from the
time Wadley began to get more and
more carries was that he looked very
familiar to someone that UTEP fans
are familiar with.
“Everybody’s like, if you want to see
yourself as a freshman, look at him,”
said Aaron Jones with a big smile
when asked about Wadley.
Behind Wadley, Kugler says there
will more than likely be a running by
committee – although there may not
be too many carries left over for the
corps of freshman when Jones is done
for the day.
On the defensive side, the position
battles never really got off the ground
as the depth chart in the preseason
media guide appears to have stayed
basically the same. The defense has
switched from a 4-2-5 to a 3-4, allowing more senior linebackers to play
that may not have had a chance under
the previous coordinator.
Cooper Foster, Silas Firstley and
Nick Usher all appear to have pinned
down their positions in the linebacking corps, along with last year’s defensive star Alvin Jones. One to keep
an eye on this season in the new
scheme may just be sophomore defensive end Mike Sota, who had five
tackles and a quarterback hurry in
Saturday’s final scrimmage.
The team begins practice Tuesday in preparation for the rival New
Mexico State Aggies on Sept. 3 at the
Sun Bowl.
jason Green may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

New kid on the block: Quadraiz Wadley

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS
The Prospector

For most, joining a team requires
an extensive process to get adjusted
to the new teammates, system and
coaches. For freshman running back
Quadraiz Wadley, joining the Miners’ football squad for summer camp
was not about fitting in; rather it was
about proving he belongs.
From the get-go Wadley is not like
most people.
“You see what he can do on the
field,” head coach Sean Kugler said.
“I hate to put a comparison on a guy,
but he reminds me of (starting running back) Aaron Jones when he was
a freshman.”
Jones, who has been impressed by
Wadley’s performance all summer,
can attest to the comparison and is
excited to see him grow.
“Everyone tells me, ‘If you want
to see yourself as a freshman, look
at (Wadley),” Jones said. “He’s been
working hard and reading the playbook every night. You could tell he’s
hungry and wants to play. I can help
anyone who wants to do that.”
Kugler also added Wadley to the
list of individuals who performed the
best during summer camp—a list that
was made up of predominately seniors or returning starters.
After the Miners’ last scrimmage
on Saturday, Aug. 20, Kugler named

Wadley’s performance during his first
summer practices.
“Quadraiz made some plays,”
Greenlee said. “It’s good to see a freshman do that. He’s going 100 percent
every time. You like to see that from
young guys. Going a 100 percent and
leaving it out on the field, him doing
that is a good sign.”
Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

GABY VELASQUEZ/ THE PROSPECTOR
Freshman running back Quadraiz Wadley will be the backup for Aaron Jones this upcoming season.

